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CHILI COOKOFF  
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND  

BRING A CROCK POT OF YOUR FAVORITE CHILI  

TO SHARE AND VOTE FOR YOUR  

FAVORITE!!!  

 

ICE, ICE, BABY! 



  

  

5 NEW YEAR'S POND RESOLUTIONS 
  

Did you know that 45% of Americans make New Year's resolutions, but only 
8% of them actually keep their resolutions? Losing weight was the most 
popular resolution in 2014, with "getting organized" coming in at a close 
second. 

But why stop at making resolutions for your personal well-being? Why not 
make a few resolutions in 2015 geared toward your pond? Here are 5 reso-
lutions for you to consider making this year that are sure to improve your 
pondering experience! 

Learn about your pond's ecosystem. When you understand how all the 
components of your water feature work together, you'll be better equipped 
to make knowledgeable choices and maintain a healthy pond. You can learn 
about the pond ecosystem at www.aquascapeacademy.com. The online 
academy is free ... and you can study at your own pace! 

Start your pond off right in the spring. Take a critical look at your pond 
once the ice begins thawing and determine if you need a full clean out. If 
you didn't remove leaves and debris in the Fall, then you'll most likely need 
to clean it out. You can choose to do it yourself or hire a professional to do it 
for you. If your pond doesn't need a full or partial clean out, make sure you 
understand which water treatments to add once the weather starts warming 
up. 

Add new plantings around the pond. So often pond owners get excited 

about their pond that they forget about transitioning the water feature into 

the rest of the landscape. Consider adding a few marginal plants to soften 

the edges of your pond, and then take it one step further and consider add-

ing a few plants just outside of the pond to naturalize it. 

WELCOME BACK TO 2015!!! 

http://www.statisticbrain.com/new-years-resolution-statistics/
http://www.aquascapeacademy.com/
http://www.aquascapeinc.com/products-water-treatments


Get to know your fish. You might think you know your fish pretty 
well, especially if you've named them and visit them daily. But do 
you know the basics of fish health care? Consider things like thin-
ning out your stock if the fish have babies. Cramped living condi-
tions aren't good for your fish ... or your pond for that matter.  
 
Add something new to your pond. It's always fun to add new ele-
ments to your outdoor living space, whether it's a new deck or patio 
set. But have you ever thought of adding something to your pond? 
The new addition could be as simple as a waterlily or fish ... or it 
could be a bit bigger like a new spitter, or a bridge to traverse your 
stream. Some pond enthusiasts like to tweak their waterfalls from 
time to time, which can change the sound of the water in the gar-
den. Whatever you decide, add something new to your pond for a 

fresh twist. 
 

Suggestions taken from  Mike Gannon Web page.    



Excuse Number 56 

Why you canõt run for an office for the Pond Club.  

 

 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING A TURN AT 

VOLUNTEERING TO HOLD AN OFFICE 

FOR THE POND CLUB!!  



Winter Care 



Winter Care: You Canôt Make Mistakes 
pondtrademag.com /winter-care-you-cant-make-mistakes/ 

Jamie Beyer 

Successful water gardening takes some knowledge, but it also requires attention to de-

tails. When conditions are less than desirable, extra steps need to be taken to prevent po-

tentially disastrous results. 

During extremely cold weather, the potential for many problems to occur becomes more 

prevalent and can separate those who have done their homework from those who have 

not. These temperature extremes do not forgive mistakes and can be lethal to fish and 

entire pond ecosystems. What extreme cold weather situations are we addressing? Ex-

tremes include the actual temperature, but also the length of time that those cold temper-

atures stick around. Weather conditions that create permanent ice cover for several 

weeks would qualify as stressful to fish and ecosystems. Of course, colder conditions can 

occur, and ice thickness, as well as length of time the ice persists, can be greater. 

What works to keep pond ecosystems alive during one winter may not work in a winter 

when conditions become more extreme. These conditions can prove lethal, or at a mini-

mum, stressful to the fish, making them more susceptible to parasites and disease. 

Winter conditions with heavy icing do not allow for many, if any, mistakes, even for a day 

or two. There are many factors that dictate how many days a situation can be ignored be-

fore it is fatal to pond ecosystems. Each situation is different and depends on many fac-

tors, which will be explained. In more moderate weather conditions, ecosystems can be 

more resilient, allowing a few days of inattention without problems. 

Donôt Get Too Comfortable 

How many times have you heard something like, ñI overwintered my fish the last three 

winters without any aeration, so I know that it is unnecessary to aerate my pondò? Or per-

haps, ñMy large koi died this last winter in the same pond that I have overwintered them in 

for the last five years.ò Those who say these things will wonder why there was a problem 

this year when there were no problems in the past. 

In the above situations, there are a lot of things going on that cannot be seen. Of course, 

the severity of the winter can change from one season to the next, but over the years the 

fish population, as well 

as the size of the fish, may have increased. The sediment load may also have accumulat-

ed over the years, causing demand for more oxygen. The mistake is in thinking that you 

do not need aeration because you have been successful without it in the past. 



The Crucial Mistakes 

What are some of the mistakes that can potentially be made? One of the most common 

slipups is thinking that simply having a heater in the pond, keeping a hole open in the ice, 

will successfully overwinter fish in extreme weather. This is a huge misconception. 

Lack of Aeration 

Aeration absolutely must be present in our ponds, especially during the winter. (Again, 

please refer to my overwintering article for an explanation of how to add aeration.) Adding 

a pond heater, in most cases, is a waste of electricity. Most ponderers feel better about 

adding heat, and I do understand why. In certain situations I do recommend a floating 

heater to keep ice from forming in certain spots, like in front of a skimmer box. I also like 

adding heat in really small ponds and to above-ground ponds. But these ponds also need 

aeration. Not checking whether aeration is working every day is a mistake made quite fre-

quently that can have serious consequences. A lack of oxygen can occur overnight, 

as well as a buildup of toxic gases. The fish and even the entire ecosystem can die ð or 

at least be stressed within short timeframes. If checks cannot be done every day or two, 

then two air pumps should be run. The possibility of both pumps and the associated 

tubing failing is remote; however, other aspects of the system can still fail, so frequent 

checks are still very important. Rodents or rabbits have been known to chew through the 

tubing. Moisture can accumulate in the tubing and freeze. The power can fail, causing 

both pumps to not work. Even when power is eventually restored, the air line can be fro-

zen. Clients may check on their aeration on a few occasions during the winter and find 

that everything seems to be working okay. However, between those checks, the air line 

may freeze without the client knowing. When it does warm up and everything seems to be 

working fine, the fish still may have died. Checking to make sure that the fish are 

healthy under the ice is important. Hopefully, you can do this a few times during the 

winter without removing the snow and ice. An underwater camera to look things 

over can work well. 

Sickly Fish 

As winter approaches, make sure all the fish are healthy and well-fed. Adding new fish 

right before winter is not recommended. New fish are very susceptible to problems until 

they become acclimated to the pond. If fish do happen to die under the ice in early winter, 

they are difficult to detect and remove. The rotting fish could cause toxic enough condi-

tions by the middle of winter to kill the ecosystem and the other fish. Dead fish do not de-

compose as fast in the cold water, but after a month or two they become toxic to the sys-

tem. If possible, attempt to see your fish under the ice several times during the winter. 

For those who have to endure three months of heavy ice, it is important to learn that ice 

can keep our fish secure. However, it is very difficult to go that long without seeing and 

monitoring the fish. Attempt to peer under the ice at every opportunity, but try to create as 

little disturbance as possible.  



Aeration Aeration this heavy will ensure that dead zones are less prevalent. Normally, I 

recommend slower aeration during the winter with more aeration points to eliminate the dead                        

      zones. 



Low Oxygen Levels 

Areas in a pond with low oxygen levels (dead zones) can be detrimental to a pond at 

any time of the year, but in winter these zones are extremely lethal. These dead zones 

are characteristically more prevalent in ponds built with a complicated design. Good ex-

amples of potential dead zones include the far side of an island and the inlet to a stream 

that is not running during the winter. Aerated water cannot easily get to these zones due 

to the design. Fish that swim into these zones may succumb quickly before they realize 

that it is lethal. This can be viewed as similar to when human workers enter a confined 

space that has toxic conditions. The fish can barely ñflick a finò due to the cold water, let 

alone swim out of these areas quickly. 

Poor Pond Design 

When this happens, typically the first contributing factor was in the initial design. Avoid 

over-complicated designs, even in more moderate winter regions. Recognizing that this 

is a potential problem is the first step. But when the design cannot be changed, then the 

next step should be adding additional aeration in those zones ð or at least fencing off 

these areas so that the fish cannot get there. 

Salt 

Salt in the water can be lethal to the fish during the winter due to its characteristic of 

lowering the temperature at which water freezes, preventing that ice layer from forming 

at normal freezing temperatures. Salt added during the warmer months does benefit the 

fish by helping them maintain their osmotic balance. However, the salt needs to be re-

moved by making water changes before cold temperatures arrive. 

Ice and Snow 

A lot of ponderers are focused on keeping snow and ice off a pond. This is a huge mis-

take. ñWHAT?ò you may. ñThis kind of thinking is blasphemy. How can this be a mis-

take?ò In many areas of the country, when the temperatures are consistently below 

freezing during winter, you want an ice layer to form and stay on the pond. It 

forms a protective barrier against even lower temperatures. When the winter 

winds and snows are howling, fish are under that ice, ñsnug as a bug.ò It may seem 

counterintuitive, but the snow and ice provide a secure, quiet environment. Shoveling 

snow off the ice, like a lot of references recommend, is a mistake. The scraping and 

banging of the shovel on the ice disrupts the fishôs environment and causes undue 

stress. It is recommended by some because, without snow, sunlight is better able to 

penetrate to the algaes, thereby allowing oxygen to be generated by them. But the 

amount generated is insignificant, and if fish are dependent on this type of oxygen gen-

eration, they are doomed. Oxygen must come from aeration and from the hole in the ice 

that it creates. So, do not make the mistake of shoveling snow off the ice. (Besides, it is 

a lot of work!)  



Keep the Ice! 

The tendency for many folks is to want to reduce the ice layer so that it does not exist. 

The thinking is that less ice means a better environment for the fish. That is mistaken 

thinking for those who have winter temperatures consistently below freezing. The ice 

keeps the water temperatures from undergoing huge fluctuations. These fluctuations in 

relatively small bodies of water without an ice cover can be as much as 15 to 20 degrees 

during one day/night cycle. When our ecosystems go through these kinds of temperature 

swings, it creates an unhealthy situation. The fish are stressed  and disease can become 

prevalent. Do not make the mistake of removing the ice. Besides, again, it is a lot of work. 

Ponds with a complete ice layer in the same environment will have only a few degrees of 

fluctuation. It provides the stability that the fish need. Of course, the need for aeration is 

greater with a complete ice layer. 

Mild and Moderate Winters 

There are mild winters, or winters in warmer zones, where ice is not as prevalent, and 

these winters are potentially more stressful to fish than the winters that have colder tem-

peratures with consequently more ice. An important thing to remember is to not make the 

mistake of trying to rush the ice and snow melt. Let things melt and acclimate naturally. 

Another mistake in ponds with fish is to not make a water change of 10 to 20 percent two 

or three times during the winter. During summer we may experience rains that will auto-

matically make our water changes. However, salts and toxins can build up in the water, 

even during the winter, and water changes will reduce these to normal levels. 

In moderate weather conditions, ponds and fish are more forgiving when mistakes are 

made. The fish may still survive. However, mistakes during extreme winter weather ð 

such as allowing a dead zone to exist, not having aeration (or allowing it to fail for even a 

day), adding new fish in the fall, not removing the salt, not making water changes, shovel-

ing the snow and/ or removing the ice ð can be fatal. At a minimum, they can be stressful 

to the fish and the pond ecosystem. These are mistakes you simply cannot afford to make 

during extreme weather. 



Checking to make 

sure that the fish are 

healthy under the ice 

is important. 

Hopefully, you can do 

this a few times during 

the winter without re-

moving the 

snow and ice. An un-

derwater camera to 

look things over can 

work well. 

There is an aeration 

point in each pond to 

provide the necessary 

oxygen 

exchange for the eco-

system to overwinter. 

The snow and ice are 

left 

undisturbed to provide 

quiet, stable environ-

ment for the fish. 

Heavy snow and ice will provide 

the quiet, stable environment for 

the fish that is 

important for their survival in ex-

treme weather conditions. The 

aeration and hole 

associated with it are also essen-

tial for overwintering success. 



Beautiful Ice Sculptures  
Leaving your pond up and running is an option many people prefer. Not only 
does the waterfall and/or stream  provide the beautiful sound of running wa-
ter, but also the freezing water creates outstanding ice sculptures along the 
stream and waterfall area. The water movement created by running the pond 
during the winter also eliminates the need for additional oxygenation of the 
water.  
 
There are many benefits to operating your pond and waterfall year -round, 
but there are also a couple things you need to watch out for. As the water in 
the falls or stream freezes, the possibility of water loss due to ice damming is 
increased. When the ice freezes, a dam that pushes the flowing water over 
the edge of the liner can be created. This isnõt always a problem, but it is 

something that you need to be aware of and watch out for.  

Youõll probably be surprised to learn, that even during the winter, running wa-
ter is still exposed to evaporation. Although water loss in your pond is consid-
erably less than during warm months, you will still need to add water to make 
up for this loss. Simply keep an eye on your pondõs water level during the 

winter months and top off as needed.  

Whether you choose to shut down your pond or leave it running during the 

winter months, a bit of minor maintenance is all thatõs needed to ensure that 

your pond will perform optimally when warmer breezes begin to blow   


