Eastern Iowa Pond Society
JULY 2005

A Compendium of Facts, Fancy, Tidbits, Tips
Thursday, July 7th

Saturday, July 23

6:30 pm

Richard & Faith Miene
7912 Morris Hills Rd, Toddville

Rosie & Herman Michel
4297 Zeman Dr. SE Cedar Rapids

Potluck

Pre-Pond-Tour Tour

This will be a leisurely
yet informative meetThis is our pre-tour tour of all of the ponds
on the pond tour. Please note the early starting ing. We will gather
time. A short, stand up meeting will be held & for a pot luck at 6:30.
Then we will have an
then (make sure your car has a full tank of
extensive round table
gas !!!!!) we will form a caravan & go to the
discussion about our
10 pond sites. We will be leaving soon after
ponds. If you have
6:30 so please be on time, or even a bit early.
pond questions or
pond success stories, bring them along. RichDirections: Take Mount Vernon Road SE
(Past the new Hy-Vee) to 43rd street. Zeman is ard and Faith will be providing lemonade,
coffee, ice water, paper plates and tableware.
at the end of 43rd.
Please bring your favorite summer potluck
dish to share.
Directions: From I-380 in Cedar Rapids, exit
west at Blairsferry Road. Follow Blairsferry
out of town. After a left hand curve there will
be a bridge and then Feather Ridge Road will
be to the right. Take Feather Ridge to Morris
Hill Road.
Or from the Toddville exit of I-380, travel
through Toddville to Feather Ridge Road.
Turn left onto Feather Ridge and continue to
Morris Hill.
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Meeting minutes….
EIPS meeting minutes – June 9, 2005
25 members were in attendance at this Thursday evening meeting. President Kacy Novak called the meeting to order at the pond of David & Ruth Whittenbaum (spelled wrong) in Klinger (north of Waterloo). David & Ruth shared stores about the history of
the Century Farm (1886), the exotic animals (goats,
donkeys, lamas, draft horses, wild mustangs, peacocks
and an assortment of exotic chickens), the corn crib
gazebo and the evolution of their pond. The twoweek-old baby
goats were just
precious. David
shared that he
learned a lot
through the
Northern Iowa
Pond Society and
several of their
members assisted
with his pond, a two-year learning process. But it is
running well now and they confessed that they add
things yearly like most ponders.

protein could be excess food or over feeding. Temperature changes contribute to the foams production.
It will go away on it’s own as the biological conditions
correct themselves (biological balance) or with the increase in biological filtration. Not to worry.
Rick and Marti Fangman also shared photos of their
newly redone pond, patio, deck and back yard. WOW.
The door prize names were drawn in absentia of the
prizes themselves. Yes they were left on someone’s
dining room table. Winners were: Jim Dos, Gary
Hunerdosse, Rick Fangman and Dorothy Helms.
Prizes will be gotten to them over the next few meetings or via friends.
Our hosts for the evening, Shirley and Roger Thurm
treated the club to a delicious picnic of brats, baked
beans, potato salad, chips, Kraut, etc. Yummy.
Meeting adjourned.
Submitted - Carol Sindelar

EIPS meeting minutes – June 25, 2005

As is not unusual at EIPS meetings, a storm was bearing down on Cedar Rapids at the time of the meeting
and early on, after we wondered the yard and viewed
During the business part of the meeting the minutes of the two ponds, we adjourned to Edna and Ron Rife’s
the May meetings were approved as printed. Kacy in- living room.
troduced new members, Barb & Jim Dos from just
Ron talked about their 8 year adventure in ponding.
south of Klinger. They have a small pond and some
stock tanks, and hope to some day dig The BIG One. Although both ponds were originally built 8 years ago,
the one closest to the house was redone just two years
th
A reminder, the July 7 meeting will start at Rosie & later. The far pond was just enlarged and a deck
Herman Michel’s pond at 6:30 in Cedar Rapids. Eve- added this year. Members familiar with Ron and
ryone is encouraged to be early because we will cara- Edna’s ponds were very complimentary of their recent
additions. Ron warned members about in ground
van to all 10 of the tour ponds that evening before it
gets dark about 8:45 pm. And everyone is encouraged pipes freezing if installed incorrectly, as his had done.
to attend this meeting, especially if your pond is on the The two issues are depth and slant, don’t allow water
to puddle in the pipes over winter. It will freeze and
tour or if you are sitting at a ticket table for the tour.
This will be your opportunity to see all of the ponds. break the pipes.
President Kacy encouraged Ron to tell about saving
Carol distributed color Pond Tour Poster (with tear off his dried Koi from death when it jumped out of it’s
address lists) and black & white flyers for members to winter storage tank. Ron swished “Lucky” through
the water for about 1/2 hour and revived him although
post at garden centers, their places of work, everywhere. She also distributed to everyone a stack of ad- the fish was getting stiff. Lucky lived a couple more
years and just died this winter.
dress cards with the date of the tour for members to
Ron and Edna are “Gardeners” and their yard really
give to friends as a reminder of where and when.
shows their love of flowers. At the current time the
The topic of foam on ponds came up and Rick Fang- Hosta, Daylilies and Asiatic Lilies were stealing the
man did some impromptu research and discovered it is show. With all of the paths and assorted flower beds,
caused by excess protein in the pond. Some sources of the 100 x 100 yard looks much larger than it’s actual
size.
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Pond Tour Chairperson, Rosie Michel gave an update
of tour plans:
⇒ We have been receiving some great publicity, including Master Gardener and EIPS member Deb
Walser plugging the tour on WMT during the
Wednesday morning “Ask the Gardener” call in
show.
⇒ KCRG will be at Rosie’s during the morning
show, 5 - 7 am on July 8th. Kacy Novak will also
be on hand to promote the tour.
⇒ Rosie will be sending a Burst E-mail soon. She
will send and email containing the tour poster to
all members whose e-mail address we have. All
she asks is that they forward it to all of their fiends
to promote the tour.
⇒ Rosie and her daughter will be making some pins
to distinguish the pond owners on the day of the
tour. Helpers are asked to pick up their name tags
to wear.
Carol Sindelar reminded members who are donating
plants to the plant sale to:
⇒ Mark the plant with : The PLANT”S NAME,
where it needs to be planted (in the pond, on the
edge, in the garden), the color and a price.
⇒ Please price the items to sell. We want to encourage people to purchase plants and have them in
their ponds, promote the hobby.
⇒ If you would like any unsold plants returned to
you, please make that know to Carol the day of the
sale. Otherwise, left over plants will be given to
any pond members who will give them a home at
the end of the day.
Other tour related items:
⇒ Carol suggested each table at the ponds have a
large map of Cedar Rapids. Richard Miene said
he had access to maps and will get enough.
⇒ Rita Tharp mentioned their address was incorrect
on the maps, but that the street was only a block
long and it should not be a problem. Address is
correct for the tickets.
⇒ The signs are stored at Beuter’s along with the
wading pools used for marginal plants.
The door prizes included some yard figures donated
by the Michels and went to:
Lisa Lantham
Monica Morley
Edna Rife
Rita Tharp
Clarence Serbousek

Herman Michel
Kacy Novak
Pat Beuter
Pam Moore
Tim Nolan

Dennis Sindelar announced the names of the door prize
winners from the June 9th meeting where the prizes
were absent. Sharon Weiss offered to deliver Dorothy
Helms her prize. Other winners were: Gary Hunerdosse, Joe Dos, and Rick Fangman. Sindelars will
continue to unite the winners with their prizes.
Edna served some exquisite refreshments!! We
munched and since the rain had let up, took another opportunity to view the gardens and ponds before gathering in the garage for Edna’s presentation on sand casting lawn ornaments.
Edna’s lawn sand casting
was to be a very large
leaf. Rhubarb and other
such leaves are great. She
laid it out and covered it
with Premixed concrete,
like Quikrete. The indepth instructions can be
found on line at www.
GardenGateMagazine.com

in their article archives,
“Sand-cast a Birdbath”.

Meeting adjourned.
Submitted
Carol Sindelar

From the Editor’s Desk
Let me mention again that the address for
Tharp’s on the poster is incorrect. 338 Mayberry Drive
NW is the correct address. And it will be correct on the
tickets. It was a victim of the old “cut and paste” process where the original text is not all removed. In this
case it made the street about a mile longer than it actually is. Oops.
Thank yous to those who continue to help out
by providing snapshots of EIPS activities and ponds.
This month especially to Joe Dos, Tim Nolan and Richard Moore for the pictures.
Next month the tour will be over
and we will be needing Articles for
the newsletter. “What is happening
in your pond? “

EIPS EDITOR Carol Sindelar
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Birdhouses from Gourds
Synopsis of presentation on gourd birdhouses presented by Nancy Baldwin May 12th at EIPS
WHY GOURD BIRDHOUSES VERSUS WOOD?
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒
⇒

Gourd birdhouses are naturally insulated for cool
or warm.
There is no maintenance-no poles to reset or
hinges to replace
They sway in the breezes because they are light
Predators don’t like moving objects
Inexpensive to make if time isn’t considered
The birds do the cleaning because you can’t

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW TO GROW
GOURDS
⇒

You will need a fence row or trellises or an old
ladder or something for the vines to cling to-keeps the
gourds hanging versus being on the ground to prevent
rotting, mold and a flat side.
⇒ They will need full sun
⇒ The best gourds for birdhouses are the bottle variety. There are many other varieties that work well
too!
⇒ Since gourds are 90% water it is best to cut the
vines so they are no longer than 10 feet so the vine can
support the heavy gourd
⇒ Some fertilizer (manure) when they are planted is
a good idea and then no more, too much fertilizer
causes too many vines and smaller gourds
⇒ The gourds will be green, then yellowish and then
tan
⇒ They need at least 100 days for adequate maturing
and need to be watered periodically
⇒ If the gourds will be touching the ground it would
be useful to mulch with some hay to avoid blemishes
and insects
⇒ Allow to grow on the vine as long as possible even
past a light frost
⇒ They can be grown into unusual shapes by placing
the small gourd in various containers
HARVESTING GOURDS AND CARING FOR
THEM
⇒

Gourds are ready to harvest when the stem is
brown
⇒ Leave at least a two to three inch stem
⇒ Handle with care because they bruise easily
⇒ Rub with a solution of 10% vinegar and water or

⇒

⇒
⇒
⇒

⇒

bleach and water or alcohol and water. This retards mold
Dry in a ventilated, warm place such as behind a
furnace or near a vent. They can be hung in individual mesh bags, placed on a palette or a horizontal screen but must be turned periodically and
must not touch
If some rot, discard immediately
Excessive mold should be scraped off during the
drying process
It may take up to a year or more to dry the gourdsyou will know they are dry when the seeds inside
rattle. They are then ready to be washed with soap
and water and a scratcher
They can be coated in urethane, but I prefer not
and so do the birds. They will last longer with urethane, however mine last as long as five years
without

HOW TO MAKE THE BIRDHOUSE
You will need to make 5 holes in your birdhouse (six
if you put on a perch).
⇒ An entrance hole (the size of a quarter or 1 inch for
a house wren)
⇒ Three small holes in the bottom for drainage.
⇒ One hole in the top the size of your wire you will
use to hang the house
Do not hang by the stem.
A saw toothed drill bit with a smaller bit in the center
on a stable drill press works best to drill the entrance
hole. An exacto knife can be used, but the gourd must
be damp so it will not crack or chip. Place the hole up
to 6 inches above the bottom of the gourd keeping in
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(continue form page 4)

mind the angle to avoid rain run off entering the gourd.
Clean the seeds out by shaking-a stick or spoon will
help loosen the membrane. One wire works best for the
hanger-eliminates predators. Use something to reinforce hole, a button, a small belt buckle or a twist of
wire. Insert the wire though the hole in the top and then
patiently work it thru the entrance hole and attach the
re-enforcer and pull the wire back thru. I do not use a
perch because they encourage predators. Perches made
from any stick can be inserted with a sixth hole. Use as
little glue as possible-birds don’t like it
HANGING THE HOUSE
Must be to hang it in part shade near some foliage.
If you wish wrens to come, hang 6-10 feet from the
ground. Wrens are very social so the house can hang
near people traffic. Do not hang over gravel or cementhard landing for the babies. The entrance opening
should be to the SE to avoid the most prevalent westerly rains. Your gourd houses will be the first used. Do
not move them from year to year because birds tend to
come “back home”. Gourds unsuited for houses make
great plant hangers

Water Lilies !!!!
Country-Bloomers of
Vinton, (Sharon Weiss)
has numerous, big, healthy, water
lilies plants for sale, $12.00 each.
There are all sorts of colors
including White, Pink,
Apricot and Red. Scurry over to

Marking your Plant Sale plant:

A helpful hint for marking your donated
plants for the EIPS plant sale is to use plastic table ware for plant markers. By writing
on the bowl of a plastic spoon, or the handle of the knife or fork with a permanent
HAVE FUN
marker, you get a great plant label. Another
idea is to print a label on paper and then
Watch for Pond Tour promotions:
weave it through the prongs of the fork.
Look in the C.R. Penny Saver, on Weds. July 6th for an
Then the handle can be pushed into the potarticle about our Pond Tour. 22 different newspapers
have been contacted, along with 10 County extension Of- ting soil.
fices, and 6 area radio stations.
A " BIG THANK YOU, goes out to 2 of our members !!!!! Deb Walser, Master Gardner, who has faithfully mentioned our Pond Tour, every time she is on the
radio. Listen to her on WMT Radio, every Weds.
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 on the "Expert Hour" & Sat.
mornings 7:00 to 8:00 on "Master Gardeners".
Club member, Sharon Weiss, has paid for an advertisement for" County-Bloomer of Vinton", during the Saturday time slot of "Master Gardeners". In her ad , she mentions our Pond Tour
!!!!!! THANK YOU.
Watch KCRG, channel 9, Friday July 8th,
from 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m..,
our pond tour will be mentioned.

EIPS and Food
At several of the meeting this year the hosts have
chosen to serve some great food. It has been delicious and the club is really appreciative. But let it
be known to those of you who are planning to host
a meeting or are thinking about it in 2006, feeding
us is not mandatory, nor even expected. All hospitality is appreciated, whether it is
thirst quenching ice water or a brat
barbeque. It is up to you. We are
mostly just glad to be invited to your
pond. We are always looking
for new ponds to visit, don’t
let the refreshment issue
cause you to hesitate to invite EIPS to meet at your pond.
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Pond Tour ‘05 Update! Wanted: 26 2 volunteers
The final line up follows. Please note we have one space open to help out.
Please contact Rosie and Herman Michel 319-366-1789 or
conner173@mchsi.com if you can help with the tour by manning a ticket table at
one of the ponds.
(Volunteers needed)
Dorothy Helms & Sharon Weiss @
David & Judy Halfhill @
Gil & Monica Morley & Elena @
Quinn & Kacy Novak @
Dennis & Carol Sindelar @
Jackie & Harry Allsup @
Rick & Marty Fangman @
Wayne & Pat Beuter @
Clarence & Eileen Serbousek @
Tim & Linda Nolan @

3325 26th Avenue, Marion
488 W. 33 Avenue, Marion
4530 Lancaster Dr. NE, CR
3808 Silver Spring Dr NE, CR
4297 Zeman Dr. SE. CR
4297 Zeman Dr. SE. CR
306 Red Fox Rd SE, CR
2057 Eastern Blvd SE , CR
3313 Waveland Dr. NW, CR
338 Mayberry Drive NW, CR
40 Linda Court, Springville

Perry & Susan Benore
Susan Hightshoe
Louis & Jaque Winchip
Freddie & Nancy Koontz
Herman & Rosie Michel
Plant Sale & Club Table
Gary & Jo Hunerdosse
Brady & Lisa Lanham
Robert & Roberta Ward
Larry & Rita Tharp
Marge & Roger Thompson

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU
Pond sitters, please stop by Rosie & Herman Michel’s to pick up your
packet of tickets, maps, change, about 10:00 am the day of the tour.
When the Pond Tour is over, all you members that helped that day, are
invited back to the Michel's for something to eat & drink. Party!!!!!
Be sure &bring your lawn chairs along.
How else to get involved:
⇒

If you have plants to donate to the plant sale, please have them marked with the name of the
plant, blooming color, where it needs to be planted (in the water, on the edge, etc) and a
price. Remember, we hope to make some money with this sale but we also do not want any
plants left at the end of the day. Price them to move. Plants can be delivered to the sale site
at the July 7th meeting or the morning of the tour.

To EIPS:
The Toledo Library, and Ponds & Posies Tour
participants really appreciated your support for this
project, your ads certainly caught our attention.
Thank-you so much.
It was a success with over 100 people attending!
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Eastern Iowa Pond Society’s

Pond Tour
•

•
•

Dreaming of having a backyard
water garden?
Have a pond & looking for ideas?
Want a great way to see
beautiful ponds & gardens?

Join us for the 2005
Pond & Garden Tour

Cedar Rapids area
The tour includes:
• 10 unique ponds & water features
• Plants for sale
• The chance to talk with pond owners
about their ponding experiences
• An opportunity to learn about pond
design, filtration, fish, plants,
maintenance & more.
Signs will be posted along major streets.
Tickets and maps will be available at any pond
location on day of the tour.
More information at the EIPS website
www.eips.org
Proceeds are donated to community
beautification projects

Sunday

July 10th
11:00 am - 5:00 pm

Rain or
Shine
Marion
3325 26th Avenue
4488 W. 33 Avenue
Springville
40 Linda Court
Cedar Rapids
4530 Lancaster Dr. NE
3808 Silver Spring Dr NE
4297 Zeman Dr. SE
306 Red Fox Rd SE
2057 Eastern Blvd SE
3313 Waveland Dr. NW
338 Mayberry Drive NW
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EASTERN IOWA POND SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
To become a members of Eastern Iowa Pond Society, complete this form,
mail it along with your dues to:
Eastern Iowa Pond Society
PO Box 187
Vinton, IA 52349
____ New Membership

____ Renew Membership

Name:
Address:

Phone Number:

E-mail address:

____ Please mail the monthly newsletter to me
____ I can print the newsletter from the club website … no need to mail me one!
Dues are $10.00 per calendar year per family
Make checks payable to Eastern Iowa Pond Society
WE ASK THAT EACH MEMBER PLEASE HELP WITH ONE COMMITTEE.
PLEASE INDICATE WHICH ONE YOU’D LIKE TO HELP WITH.
Community Service—organizing community service projects
Programs—finding and organizing programs and speakers for meetings
Commercial Relations—establishing and maintaining our relationship with retailers
Hospitality Committee—welcoming new members, mentoring
Writing Committee—help write for and organize the newsletter
Water Garden Tour Committee—coordinate and conduct our annual tour
Publicity Committee—organizes and gets publicity for meetings and activities
Recognition Committee-sends thank yous to presenters & business sponsors, Nov. meeting
For Treasurers Use only
Check #
Cash Amount:

Check date:
Date:

check amount
Paid thru:
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Visit Our NEW Web Site www.eips.org
Eastern Iowa Pond Society
P.O. Box 187
Vinton, Iowa 52349
2004 Officers

Visions

President

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

YEARLY PLANNING

We are committed to providing
a social atmosphere for members dedicated to sharing and learning the pleasure
of water gardening. We are a non-profit
organization.

A plan-the-year meeting is held
on a February afternoon at a central location to hammer out strategies on how the
club will conduct business and to plan
activities for the up and coming year.

Membership in this association
shall be open to any individual without
regard to race, creed, national origin or
sex, who shall render membership dues as
specified in the governing documents.

ACTIVITIES

A yearly Pond Tour event involves selected members opening their
ponds to the public. Speakers, demonstrations, field trips, plant and fish swap, pot
HISTORY
lucks, and club projects are all activities
The Eastern Iowa Pond Society that happen during the year.
was established by Sharon Weiss in 1996
to encourage and promote water gardening DUES
and ponds.
Dues will be $10.00 per family
payable February 1st and
MEETINGS
delinquent May 1st of
Meetings are held at different
each year. These
members homes the second Thursday at
dues
7:00 PM and fourth Saturday in April,
entitle a
May, June, July, August and September.
member to
During Feb., March, October and Novem- participation in
ber, meetings are held once a month on a all activities and
Saturday. No meetings are held in Decem- receive a monthly
ber or January.
newsletter.

Kacy Novak
319-362-0487
Cqknovak@msn.com

Vice President

2004 Volunteers
Editor

Bonnie Happel
319-232-4054

Carol Sindelar
319-365-1839

lakeevansdale@peoplepc.
com

Fishlounge1@cs.com

Secretary

Webmaster

Jackie Allsup
319-934-3665

Josh Spece
319-334-6593
Jspece@sbtek.net

Cedarserviceja@AOL.com

Treasurer

Librarian

Nancy Baldwin
319-472-2241

Ron & Edna Rife
319-247-0206

RnBaldwin@aol.com

RifeRlrife@aol.com
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